Peeve NiICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Annual Subscription: $3.00 17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA Printed in the U. S. A. 
297 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10 
Tel.: GRamercy 5-3475 — Cable Address: “Worcil” —e 

Lon 
GS 4 
under the auspices of ise TA 
the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES (in process of formation) K sles S{ IL 

the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL AN ove 


the WORLD ALLIANCE for INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP THROUGH THE CHURCHES Sl Re | fY 


the WORLD ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS : 7a 
the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD’S SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
No. 19 Fourteenth Year May 16, 1947 


PS SD FR OE PO Sms OND Pmt OS ER ENS FE Os ee ey Oe oes coe Oe A Pe oe eg oo emt oes OS PS oe Pe Bw Pe 6 ome Ee ee OT PD Ory ime fmm fee mee Ee OEE Poy ET Om Oe EO OD Oe Oe Ow OE BE oe ee ory mee oe 


Dr Strong's Impression on a World Tour 


Dr Traey Strong, General Secretary of the World's Alliance 
of Y.M.C.A.S arrived in London on May ist, 1947, completing a journey 
round the world which had occupied the previous ten weeks. In a re- 
port given to the Ecumenical Press Service, Dr Strong emphasised the 
element of hope which today is far more characteristic of the East 
than of Europe. 


In Cairo he sensed the importance of the pan-Arabic move- 
ment and the effect which mounting nationalism is bound to have on 
the work which concerns the Y.M.C.A, there, Reaching India at the 
same time as the news of the eventual British withdrawal in 1948, he 
saw the evidence of a new freedom of spirit, blended with a growing 
feeling of responsibility. He was there for two weeks and alluded to 
the 15th National Convention, the first for over nine years. In Burma 
Dr Strong noticed the growing dominance of the Chinese community and 
stressed the unique opportunity which confronts the Y.M.C.A. amid the 
rapid political and social developments. In Singapore he was impres- 
sed by the rapidity of economic recovery, the streets teeming with 
people. The Y.M.C.A. Secretary has done outstanding work in a build- 
ing which was the Gestapo headquarters, The Chinese members of the 
Churches in Singapore are helping to finance the rapidly growing 
Chinese Y,M.C.A. 


Dr Strong's most vivid impression seemed to have come from 
the two weeks spent in Japan - a country in which, perhaps more than 
any other, people are seeking the meaning of Christianity and of demo- 

-eracy. Japan is passing through a period of history which may well 
determine the future of the Par East. Reference was made to a group 
of journalists and business men who are meeting each week to study 
the Bible in a Tokio newspaper office. The Japanese Y.M.C.A. has 
come out of its war experiences strengthened and is actively engaged 
in far-reaching developments, Both the Y.M.C.A. and the Y.W.C.A. 
have won the confidence of the Churches and other Christian organisa- 
tions. Their very indigenous nature has enabled them to stand the 
test of these years. There is a great need for additional Secretaries 
and workers, Mr. Soichi Saito has been appointed chief of the Govern- 
ment Department of Repatriation - a oe eee which has already served 
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Travelling by air from Tokio to Shanghai, Dr Strong was im- 
pressed by the apparent abundance of this gate-way to Chine. Ina 
twenty-day campaign, 2,000 workers co-operated in raising 852,000 
Chinese dollars. But he problem of inflation is well Lite ted by 
the fact that a 5,000 dollar life insurance is now worth less than 
1/12 of 1 cent. Under the outstanding leadership of $.C. Leung the 
value of the Y.M.C.A. as a pioneering, creative movement is fully 
realised by the Churches and missionary bodies, but the leadership 
is jired after the strain of the war years. “A joint ViM,CuAe/ VoleGede 
pecretaries Training Institute-is doing work of the utmost value. 
Fach year fifteen of the finest University graduates are selected 
for training. 


In Manila, the most bombed city except for Warsaw, the older 
Civilisation seems to have passed away with the shattering experiences 
of war, lLawlessness has followed as one of the outcomes of occupation, 
National leaders are making urgent demands upon the Y.M.C.A. and other 
Christian organisations to co-operate in solving this problem, 


APE IVane-au seevtle Tor the Opening Right of the Launching 
of the World Youth Fund campaign, Dr Strong was able to speak from 
Pperience of the countries which would receive this practical assist- 
ence. ie crossed the continent for the World Council of Churches 
Conference at Buck Hill Falls, leaving New York a few days later for 


London. E.P.S, Geneva 
NETHERLANDS Message to the Churches in Indonesia 


On the occasion of the signing of the Contract of Lingga- 
djati (see also I.0.P,1.5. No. 46, 1946), when full agreement was | 
attained between the Netherlands Government and the Indonesian leaders, 
the General Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church sent a message to the 
Churches in Indonesia, In this message the hope is expressed that 
now that the Indonesian people has to bear the responsibility the 
Churches will draw closer together, and that there will be no obsta- 
cles in preaching the Gospel, The Netherlands Reformed Church offers 
ats service to help in the reconstruction of church life in Indonesia, 
though it is aware of the fact that from now on it will only play 


serving part, H,P.8, Geneva 
NETHRRLANDS Missionary Contact with the Japanese Churches 


The Board of Directors of the United Missionary agencies 
of the Netherlands and the delegates of the Missionary Council of the 
Reformed Churches (Kuyper-Church) have been asked by the Javanese 
Churches to send a deputation to Indonesia to establish contact with 
Ghese Churches. This deputation will leave for Batavia by aeroplane. 
‘ E.P.S. Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND Eeoumenisal Growth 
The National Council of Churches in New 4ealand combines 


eight Churches, which together make up more than 90% of the church 
people of the Dominion, other than the Roman Catholics, An important 
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conference on Ohristian Order was held in August 1945, which dealt in 
the spirit of Christian co-operation with matters affecting the life 
of New Zealand. These included such subjects as the Maori People, 
Industry and Commerce, Education, World Community, particularly with- 
in the Pacific, and the Presentation of the Gospel. 


This conference on Christian Order had in mind that it 
Should be followed up by a similar combined conference of the Churches 
on Faith and Order. Careful preparation for this has taken place 
through study groups held all over the country; the main conference 
is now being planned to be held in Wellington from August 26 to 
September 2, 1947, News has now been received of the Preparatory 
Commission, which met in February, 


As a result of the discussions it is possible to foresee 
something of what the conference involves. The conference itself 
will consist of about 180 people representing all of the Churches 
participating in the National Council of Churches in New Zealand. 
Approximately one half of that number will be delegates officially 
appointed by the Churches concerned, and the remainder will be made 
up of theological’ students from the Colleges, youth representatives, 
Maori representatives and co-opted people. 


The aim of the conference is defined in an editorial of 
"The New Zealand Christian" (No. 11, March 11, 1946) which writes: 


"We are trying to give expression to what the constitution 

of the National Council of Churches calls our 'underlying unity!. We 
certainly intend, not only to recogniss, but also to define our 
differences,.. But we also believe that we are already finding more 
upon which we are agrecd than we ourselves had previously realised, 
We hope to make these agreements also explicit and then to submit 
them, along with the statement of our differences, to the Church 
courts for approval or otherwise, 


"Finally, it must be made clear that, while we hope for 
great things from the 'coming together with God!, we fully realise 
that we have a long way to go, and this immediate venture is but one 
step of the way. The important thing, however, is not that it is 
only one step, but that, realising the sin and need of the world, and 
confessing our own sin as members of the Church, we snould have cou- 


rage to take that step, and take it together." £.P.5. Geneva 
CZHCHOSLOVAKTIA Creation of a National Council of Churches 


A National Council of Churches has been created in Czecho- 
slovakia. on May 5, 1947. At the headquarters of the Evangelical 
Gqurecm ot Czech Brethren (John Huss House) various non-Roman Catholic 
Churches met together on the invitation of the Czech Brethren Church: 
the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren, the Lutheran Church of 
Slovakia, the Reformed Church of Slovakia, the Lutheran Church of 
Silesia, the Methodist Church, the Baptis st Choro wae (Union of 
Brethren (Congregationalist), the Moravian Church, the Old Catholic 
Church, the Salvation Army. The two largest Churches sent three 
delegates to the Council (Czech Brethren and Slovak Iutherans), the 
Slovak Reformed sent two delegates and other Churches one dclegate, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


httos://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin_ 1947-05-16 14 19 
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Dr Josef Krenek, Senior of the Czech Brethren Church, was 
elected Chairman, Dr. F, Ruppeldt, Bishop of the Lutheran Church in 
Slovakia, and a Baptist as vice-chairmen, Dr F. Bednar, from the 
Jonn Huss Faculty, as secretary. 


Iwo Churches remain outside, the Unitarian Church and the 
Czechoslovak Church, which is’ the largest non-Roman Church in Czecho- 
Slovakia and which would join the National Council of Churches under 
the condition that the dogmatic basis would be changed. Some nego- 
tiations are going on with the Orthodox Church in Czechoslovakia. 


Another significant event is the creation of the Czecho- 
slovakian National Bible Society, founded in Prague two months ago, 
AIT non-Roman Catholic Churches took part. The Very Rev. Dr Josef 
Krenek, Senior of the Synod of the Czech Brethren, was elected Chair- 


man of the Society. B.eP.S, Geneva 
JAPAN S.C.A,P, Aids Missionary Work 


The East Asia Mission, an international missionary -corpora- 
tion operating in Tokyo and Kyoto, has had all its assets unblocked 
enc 21neneial rostrictions removed. by.a recent. $.C.4,P. directive. 
Mr. DH. Blake, Foreign Property Division Chief, said that the re- 
lease of the missionary property from blocking includes the dissolv- 
ing of a German-Swiss organisation which has, been taking care of the 
property of the mission during the war. The East Asia Mission was 
founded in 1884 by an international group of European church people 
Omoludine swiss, French, Austrian, Ozechoslovakian, Italian, Duten 
and German nationals. The Hast Asia Mission properties, which have 
in the past been under a German-Swiss partnership, will be under the 
supervision of an American missionary, Dr Paul 5. Mayer. Real estate 
and buiidings, including churches: and dormitories in Tokyo and Kyoto 
Will be transferred to the control of the Mission, £,.P,5, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Proposed Church. Merser 


The Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church will be considering the final draft of a proposed 
merger within the next few months in their various groups. When 
final approval has been given by both denominetions, a joint meeting 
will be called to complete whatever plans are necessary. The pro- 
posed basis of union contains such points as: the unity of organisa- 
tion for the new United Church to be the congregation, men and women 
to have the same rights and privileges, women to constitute at least 
one-third of the membership of national administrative bodies, the 
same freedom of worship and education as exists at present in the 


two Churches. f.Psd. Geneva 
GERMANY : Preparation for the World Council Assembly 


The Foreign Department of the German Evangelical Church 
held a conference in Frankfurt-on-Main from April 15 to 17, 1947, in 
order to initiate the ecumenical study work in Germany in preparation 
for the General Assembly of the World Council in Amsterdam in 1948. 
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Among the participants were a number of scientists and the persons 
responsible for ecumenical matters in the regional Churches and Free 
Churches, The general theme of the Amsterdam Conference will be 
"Man's Disorder and Ged's Design", The work is in course of prepara- 
tion by four study commissions (see E,P.S, No. 9). 


Dr Schonfeld, who has been put in charge of the prepara-~ 
tions by the Foreign Council reported on the progress of this planning 
work. Pastor Menn outlined the study plan with special reference to 
the German share in it. This was followed by introductions to the 
Subjects dealt with by the separate commissions and to the subject 
Pthe Authority end Relevance of the Social and Political Message of 
the Bible Today" (see E,P.S, No, 1). 


Bach of the lectures was follzswed by lively discussion, At 
@ special discussion between the scientific collaborators, prepara- 
tions were made to form study-groups, corresponding to the ecumenisal 
commissions, furthermore, during a consultation between the repre- 
Sentatives of the Churches in each province, it was resolved to con- 
stitute this conference on a permanent basis, presided over and called 
by the head of the Church Foreign Department, In this way the ecumen- 
ical work of the provincial Churches will be coordinated with the 
work of the Church Foreign Department, The deputy head of this De- 
partment, Pastor Fricke of Frankfurt, pointed out that the ecumenical 
study work represented an important part of the work of the Church, 
the responsibility for which must be shared by the Churches as such, 
The Conference of representatives of the provincial Churches was in 
full agreement with these objectives, 

Professor Emil Brunner, Switzerland, made a most valuable 
contribution to the discussion. Hiy.P. Gen Geneva 


OWITZERLAND Church Collestion for Mission Work 


At the request of the Swiss Evangelieal Missionary Council, 
the Swiss Protestant Federation has invited the cantonal Churches 
Pecersted Within it and the Methodist Church to have a special collec- 
tion to cover the exceptional expenses of the missionary societies 
during the post-war period, The proceeds are to be devoted to the 
extra expenses (estimated at 1 1/2 million francs) incurred in con- 
nection with the return home of missionaries who had remained in the 
field throughout the war, the sending out of fresh missionaries, and tr 
ihe most essential repairs to buildings in the mission fields, 


Apart from its financial purpose, this collestion 1s signi- 
fioant for two reasons, It is the first time that the missionary 
Societies, instead of appealing as separate bodies to their own circle 
ef friends, are turning as a single unit to all the members of the 
Church, For the first time the Church is faced, not by missions but 
iby the mission as a whole. It is not the missionary societies nor the 
missionary council, which are holding this collestion, but the heads 
Ot the Swiss Churches, ‘The Church has reelised that the missign is 
not a private affair of individual chureh-members or organisations, 
iat the unevoidable duty of the Church as a wii Le H.P,.o, Geneva 
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